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A la memoria de nuestra querida Susana Campos

-Graciela de Macias

Susana Macias

A los miles de ausentes cuya voluntad de permanencia nos ha acompaniado y cuyas
historias han sido la fuente de creacion de esta pelicula.

A Tammis, con Cautiva desde los albores
y para Amancai y Matias, mis hijos, con esperanza en el futuro.

To the memory of our dear Susana Campos

To the missing thousands whose force of will has stayed with us and whose stories have
inspired the making of this film.

To Tammis, with Cautiva from the beginning
and to Amancai and Matias, my children, with hope for the future.



Cautiva, Gaston Biraben’s internationally acclaimed Argentinean thriller, has been a hit
on the international film festival circuit winning prizes at San Sebastian (Horizons Award
for Best Latin American Film), Toulouse (FIPRESCI International Critics Prize) and Mar
de la Plata (Best Film). Cautiva had its U.S. premiere at the prestigious New
Directors/New Films series organized by the Film Society of Lincoln Center and the
Museum of Modern Art. Most recently, Cautiva won two Silver Condor Awards (also
known as the Argentine Oscars), the highest award given to cinema in that country.

Cautiva (in Spanish, with English subtitles) is written, produced and directed by Gaston
Biraben in a dazzling debut. The film tells the story of Cristina, a typical Argentine
teenager. Her life is suddenly uprooted when she is plucked out of class at the summons
of a judge and the couple she knows as her parents are revealed to not be so. In the early
80s, her biological parents were "disappeared” for criticizing the military junta which had
taken power in a coup. Surviving relatives of her biological parents, including Cristina’s
grandmother, have spent years trying to track down the child. Ordered to now live with
her biological family since her adoption — or appropriation, as it is chillingly called — had
no legal basis, Cristina begins an investigation of her own in order to find out the truth.
Played with an extraordinary gravity by the luminous Béarbara Lombardo in her film
debut, the young girl meets others like herself and discovers the real-life horrors of
Argentina’s relatively recent history and the nightmare that claimed tens of thousands of
lives during the country’s “dirty war.”

A movie about the consequences of both political and psychological repression, Cautiva
ultimately personifies the resilience of the human spirit.
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ABOUT THE FILMMAKER

Gaston Biraben (Writer, Producer, Director)

Born in Mar del Plata, Argentina, Gastén Biraben had an early interest in cinema which
he began to develop with a tiny camera his parents gave him when he was ten years old.
After finishing high school and shooting thousands of feet of Super 8 film, he moved to
Buenos Aires where he studied at the Cinema Art School (EDAC), under the direction of
the prestigious filmmaker/ teacher, Rodolfo Hermida. He directed several short films,
some of which received prizes in national and international competitions. One of them,
“Vibrations”, represented Argentina at the UNICA festival in Cologne, Germany, in
1982. Along with this, he was assistant director of Mario David’s “La Rabona” (“Playing
Hooky”) and worked as a film and TV cameraman at the La Plata Racetrack. “Portraits of
the Memory”, a 16 mm, 47 min. long thesis film he wrote, directed and produced in
Argentina, garnered several awards in international competitions.

Upon his graduation from the film school, Biraben left his native country and emigrated
to the United States. Residing in Los Angeles, he became a sound editor and worked on
many major pictures ("The Fugitive”, "My Cousin Vinny", "Patch Adams”, "I Know What
You Did Last Summer”, "Liar, Liar” and "Nothing To Lose”, among others). He attended
the American Film Institute Directing Program where he received his Master in Fine
Arts.

The script of Cautiva was a finalist at The Sundance Institute and won the first prize

award at the INCAA (Argentine Film Board) Awards by an unanimous vote by the
judges.
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